From: Breedon, Dan

Sent: Monday, October 05, 2015 1:26 PM

To: CEQA Guidelines@CNRA

Subject: Proposed Updates to the CEQA Guidelines - Appendix G

The below comments relate to Appendix G. Initial Study Checklist for Item XI. Open Space,
Managed Resources and Working Landscapes. Proposed edits are shown in underline and
strikethrough text to the language in the original draft. The proposed edits mainly pertain to the
extensive and improper use of the term “Open Space”. The term “Open Space” by itself is
ambiguous and is not what is being assessed for impacts. Most of the impact areas are shown
correctly here and operate well without the added text of “Open Space” (e.g., it is not open space
that is being assessed for impacts it is habitat). Additionally the term “Managed Resources” is
amended to “Natural Resources”. Subject matter discussed here includes both natural and
managed resources. However, the term “Managed Resources” could be economized (removed)
because this subject matter could be included in the term “Working Landscapes™. Alternatively
you could combine the two and simply call this entire item “Natural and Managed Resources”
and remove “Working Landscapes” entirely. Lastly, it was not clear why the Farmland Mapping
and Monitoring program maps was removed from a standard of significance in determining
impacts to farmland. This has been re-included below.

Thank you for your consideration. A previous email with comments submitted previously is also
shown below.

XI. OPEN SPACE, MANAGED NATURAL RESOURCES AND WORKING LANDSCAPES
— Would the project adversely affect open spaces containing natural resources and working
landscapes? Considerations may include, among others, whether the project would:

a) Adversely impact open space for

the preservation of natural resources, including, but not limited to:

Q) habitat required for the preservation of fish and wildlife species, including habitat
corridors;

(i) waters of the state; or
(iii)  unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature?
b) Adversely impact open space used

for production of managed resources or habitat by, among other things:



Q) converting Prime Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland) as shown
on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency farmland to non-agricultural use;

(i) changing existing zoning or plan designations for agricultural uses to non- agricultural
use;

(iii)  conflicting with a
Williamson Act contract;
(iv)  converting forest land To non-forest use;

(V) changing existing zoning or plan designations for forest land (as defined in Public
Resources Codesection 12220(g)),timberland (as defined byPublic Resources Code section
4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section
51104(g)), to non-forest land uses;

(vi)  converting oak woodlands; (vii)  substantially impeding groundwater recharge;
(viii)  causing substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil; or

(ix)  causing the loss of availability of a known mineral resource.

c) Adversely affect open spaces used

for outdoor recreation, including parks, trails and similar resources through conversion to non-
recreation uses or by increasing demand to a degree that substantial physical deterioration would
occur?

d) Place new structures in or otherwise adversely affect areas requiring special management due
to hazards, including, but not limited to:

Q) areas subject to periodic

inundation, including coasts, wetlands, and

riparian areas and flood zones;

(i) wildfire hazard areas; (iii)  unstable soil areas,

including fault zones, liquefaction zones, areas subject to landslides and expansive soil areas; or



(iv)  areas required for the protection of water quality and water supply?
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