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SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING 
VICTOR HOLANDA. AICP 

DIRECTOR 

February 2, 2009 

OPR 
P.O. Box 3022 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

RE: CEQA Guideline Amendments·- Greenhouse Gases (GHG) Emissions' 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed State CEQA Guideline Amendments in respect 
to revisions proposed to address GHG. The County supports the proposed amendments. 

Specifically, it is our understanding that the Guideline amendments provide direction to Lead 
Agencies as follows: 

•	 Lead Agencies are provided the authority to develop their own thresholds of significance and 
can refer or consider thresholds established by other agencies 

•	 Other than larger specific projects, cumulative impacts and mitigations can be addressed at a 
programmatic level (with the preparation of the appropriate plan and accompanying EIR) 

•	 Individual project level CEQA analysis need not provide project level GHG emission analysis if 
the project is consistent with an applicable approved regional or programmatic plan 

These three provisions are critical to providing a streamlined and effective GHG CEQA review 
process. We urge the State to adopt these important guideline amendments. 

Please continue to send notices of any future pertinent actions or notices regarding this issue to: 

Ellen Carroll John Nail 
Environmental Coordinator Principal Environmental Specialist 
Department of Planning & Building Department of Planning &Building 
County of San Luis Obispo County of San Luis Obispo 
976 OS08 St., Room 300 976 OS05 St., Room 300 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
elcarroll@co.slo.ca.us jnall@co.slo.ca.us 

~ 
ELLEN CARROLL 
Environmental Coordinator 
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