General Plan Guidelines

Office of Planning and Research
September 2015
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Why update guidelines?
How have they changed?
Next Steps?
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Why update guidelines?

The Office of Planning and Research is responsible for issuing guidelines for
for preparation and content of local general plans (Government Code
§65040.2).

The last update to the General Plan Guidelines was in 2003, and there have
been numerous new laws, requirements, resources, and research that
affect general planning

As of 2015, more than half of local jurisdictions have general plans that are
over 15 years old

The process of adopting a new general plan can be time consuming and
costly


http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=gov&group=65001-66000&file=65040-65040.14
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=gov&group=65001-66000&file=65040-65040.14
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=gov&group=65001-66000&file=65040-65040.14
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1. Policy Document: General Plan Gu

2. Online Data

Mapping Tool

3. Updated
Website

Select a County or City [ | Alameda ¥+

= Land Use
o [ Farmland + !

| Crops 4
o [ |Parcels 4
o Military
= [ Military Installations %
= [_|Special Use Airspace +
= [ Military Training Routes 4
= [ CMLUCA (website) -
= Circulation

o [ National Map+
» Conservation
o Water and its Hydraulic Force

National Hydrologic Dataset +
" Watershed Hydrologic Units 4

| Flood Risk +
* [ Tsunami Risk + |
o NOAA Sea Level Rise and Coastal Flooding
Impacts
= [ Flood Frequency ¥ ©

o Foresis
= [ National Forests + .
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Vision for the GPG Update

a suite of tools

idelines
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?‘;ﬁ Integrating Suggestions from
N Outreach

e Vision, how-to-guide, and outreach strategies
open the guidelines
e Restructured layout to be user friendly

— Clear description and examples of multiple ways to
structure GP

e Sample policies for various communities in cut
and paste format
 Improvement of website and tool for users

— Guidelines divided by sections, link directly to tool,
sample policies, and examples
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KX Introduction

 Overview of general plans and consistency
e |Introduction of tool and format

* Related legislation

e Why GP is important



Vision

e Vision for general plans and State goals
e OPR goals and objectives

 Different ways to structure GPG
 Cross cutting themes

* Linkages between elements
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" . Public Engagement and Outreach

Eor ppur®

*Planning effective public participation
Demographic considerations
*Tools and resources available



General Plan Guidance

Required Elements

Land use Open Space
Circulation Noise
Housing Safety
Conservation Air Quality

Additional Topics and Themes

Healthy communities
Climate Change
Equity, Environmental Justice, and Community Resilience
Economic Development
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o) General Plan Guidance

Next Steps for Draft Release
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e Next Steps

* Incorporate edits and comments from internal
review

60 day Public comment and outreach
(October)

* Integration of comments and edits
* Public release and continued outreach
e Continued improvement of tool and website
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