
2016 California Higher Education Eligibility Study

Help us help your students…



In 2007, 33% of high school graduates were eligible for CSU admission and 

13%  were eligible for UC admission. But what is the status of today’s California 

graduates? How ready are they for admission to California’s public universities?

The 2016 California Higher Education Eligibility Study, mandated under California Senate Bill 

103, will provide critical information about recent public high school graduates in California 

to state policymakers, California’s institutions of higher education, and school and district 

leaders like yourself.  

The study will provide answers to important questions,  including 
• How many recent graduates completed high school eligible for  

UC and CSU admission?
• How many were close to meeting eligibility requirements, and how  

many were not? 
• How do eligibility rates vary by

 > students’ gender, race/ethnicity, or socioeconomic background;
 > region and local contexts;

• How do key school-based factors – such as a-g courses taken, GPA, and test 
scores –  affect overall eligibility and eligibility among key subgroups? 

• Have eligibility rates improved or worsened over time?

This information will help state leaders measure progress toward the goals outlined in the 

California Master Plan for Higher Education, which provides that students graduating 

from a California public high school in the top one-eighth or top one-third will be 

admitted to a UC or CSU campus, respectively. Furthermore, the study results will help

• policymakers in state government and the UC and CSU systems as they work to 
improve college access for California’s high school graduates, including students 
from historically underrepresented communities;

• the UC and CSU systems plan appropriately for the demands on those systems 
over the next decade; and 

• you and your school(s) gain important benchmark information about the 
overall state context to inform program planning and evaluation of local college 
readiness efforts.

Only 220 schools have the opportunity this year to help answer these questions and 

to receive the additional bonus of free detailed reports about their own students’ 

eligibility for UC and CSU admissions from the Transcript Evaluation Service (TES). 

…by participating in the  
           2016 California Higher Education  
           Eligibility Study



The results of this study will be used to 
inform state and university policy and 
ensure that California’s higher education 
institutions are serving California’s students.

FAX or EMAIL your Letter of Agreement 
Now to (866) 662-8189  
or cahees@rti.org



FAX or EMAIL your Letter of Agreement 
Now to (866) 662-8189 or cahees@rti.org

California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR)

The Office of Planning and Research (OPR), created by statute in 1970, is part of the Office of the 

Governor. OPR serves the Governor and his cabinet as staff for long-range planning and research, 

and constitutes the comprehensive state planning agency. OPR is overseeing this legislatively 

mandated study and has contracted with RTI International and the University of California’s 

Office of the President (UCOP) to conduct the study.

University of California Office of the President (UCOP) and Transcript Evaluation Service (TES)

The Office of the President is the systemwide headquarters of the University of California, managing its fiscal 

and business operations, and supporting the academic and research missions across its campuses, labs, and 

medical centers.

TES is a data tool created by the UCOP to help aspiring students reach college readiness by showing them 

and their schools where they stand now. Since 2004, the University of California’s Transcript Evaluation 

Service (TES) has helped more than 160 schools increase “a-g” completion and college eligibility among their 

students. Administrators can use TES to assess school-wide or districtwide college-preparedness data and to 

plan curriculum accordingly. OPR has contracted with UCOP to facilitate secure uploading and evaluation of 

transcripts as part of this study.

RTI International

RTI is an independent, nonprofit research institute with an established reputation for conducting 

high-quality research in a variety of fields, including education. RTI’s large data collections and 

extensive studies in K–12 and postsecondary education advance equitable, high-quality learning 

for people of all ages, domestically and abroad. OPR has contracted with RTI to conduct data 

collection and analysis for this study.


