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June 6, 2019

The Honorable Gavin Newsom Commission on Catastrophic Wildfire Cost & Recovery
Governor, State of California Governor’s Office of Planning & Research

Governor’s Office, State Capitol 1400 Tenth Street

Sacramento, CA 95184 Sacramento, CA 95184

The Honorable Toni Atkins The Honorable Anthony Rendon

President Pro Tempore, California Senate Speaker, California Assembly

Room 205, State Capital Room 219, State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Report to the Legislature & Governor
Dear Governor Newsom, President Pro Tempore Atkins, Speaker Rendon, and Commissioners:

The undersigned organizations — a diverse group of public water suppliers, trade associations, and union
locals — appreciate that the Commission on Catastrophic Wildfire Cost and Recovery (Commission) has
highlighted the significant threat to the safety and reliability of California’s drinking water potentially posed
by the lack of a fault-based wildfire liability standard in the state. As the Commission’s draft Executive
Summary and Utility Wildfire Liability Workgroup Report explain, the “current application of inverse
condemnation imperils the viability of the state’s utilities [and] customers’ access to . . . clean water.”

Quite simply, holding public drinking water suppliers potentially responsible for fires they do not start — as
happened in the case against the Yorba Linda Water District in the aftermath of the Freeway Complex Fire —
threatens to choke off investments needed to make continued improvements in utility infrastructure. These
investments are critical to the ability of the state’s public drinking water suppliers to continue to provide
safe, reliable, and high-quality drinking water to their customers. The current legal environment also
threatens to undermine the financial stability of the state’s water suppliers and, in turn, the tens of
thousands of jobs they provide.

We believe that the recommendations advanced in the Commission’s draft Executive Summary would do
much to ameliorate the substantial risks faced by California’s public drinking water suppliers. For example,
a common sense reform that makes clear that water suppliers are not responsible for the damage from fires
they do not start would help ensure the continued safety and reliability of the state’s drinking water.



Importantly, such a narrowly-tailored reform would not unduly affect the rights of fire victims in other
circumstances.

For these reasons, we respectfully encourage the Commission to approve the draft Executive Summary and
subcommittee reports as its final report to the Legislature and the Governor.

Sincerely,

Association of California Water Agencies
California American Water

California Water Association

California Water Service

California Water Utility Council of the Utility Workers Union of America
Crescenta Valley Water District

El Dorado Irrigation District

Great Oaks Water Company

Kinneloa Irrigation District

La Puente Valley County Water District
Lukins Brothers Water Company

Mountain Counties Water Resources Association
National Association of Water Companies
Palmdale Water District

Pico Water District

Public Water Agencies Group

Quartz Hill Water District

Rowland Water District

San Gabriel County Water District

San Jose Water

South Montebello Irrigation District

South Tahoe Public Utility District

Suburban Water Systems

Tahoe City Public Utility District

Three Valleys Municipal Water District
Utility Workers Union of America Local 160
Utility Workers Union of America Local 160C
Utility Workers Union of America Local 160D
Utility Workers Union of America Local 205
Utility Workers Union of America Local 283
Utility Workers Union of America Local 484
Valley County Water District

Walnut Valley Water District

Yorba Linda Water District

Cc: The Honorable Bill Dodd, Chair, Senate Select Committee on Governor’s Wildfire Report
The Honorable Ben Hueso, Chair, Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities, & Communications
The Honorable Henry Stern, Chair, Senate Committee on Natural Resources & Water
The Honorable Chris Holden, Chair, Assembly Committee on Utilities & Energy
The Honorable Eduardo Garcia, Chair, Assembly Committee on Water, Parks, & Wildlife



